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Appearing below is a chronology of cease-fire negotiations between the Nicaraguan government
and the contras since March 23, prepared by Witness for Peace. [From WFP bulletin, 04/14/88. WFP
is a church-sponsored research group with offices in Washington and Managua. WFP volunteers
are posted in communities throughout Nicaragua.] Cease-fire talk schedule according to March 23
Sapoa agreement March 28: Technical commissions from both sides meet in Sapoa to determine
location of cease-fire zones and the process of contra fighters' relocation into the zones. April 6:
High-level government and contra delegations meet in Managua to define process for a "definitive
cease-fire" to follow the 60-day cease-fire which began on April 1. Actual chronology March
28-29: In Sapoa, the technical commission talks took place. Negotiators decided to continue the
talks on April 5. April 3: The contras announced they were postponing until April 12 high-level
talks in Managua scheduled to begin April 6. Contra leaders provided three reasons for their
decision: 1) Of the 100 political prisoners released on Palm Sunday by the Nicaraguan government,
only 10 were among the 100 named by the contras. (There was no agreement regarding a contra
prerogative to identify the prisoners to be released.) 2) La Prensa halted publication, reportedly
because the government refused to provide newsprint. The contras described this incident as a
failure by the government to support press freedom. (La Prensa resumed daily publication on
April 12, after receiving a donation of newsprint from the government.) 3) Negotiators attending
the April 5 meeting in Sapoa were among those appointed to attend the high-level meetings in
Managua on April 6. Consequently, the two series of meetings were "too close together." The
contras proposed a tentative April 12-15 schedule that included meetings with civilian opposition
groups in addition to cease-fire talks with government representatives. In response to the contra
proposal, the government cited the Sapoa government which specified April 6 as the opening date
of cease-fire negotiations, and not political discussions with the contras, or such discussions between
the latter and existing political opposition groups. At this time, the government proposed that the
talks in Managua begin on April 15, after a prior visit by a contra representatives on April 13 to
verify the meeting site and other procedural arrangements. April 5: Contra negotiators arrived four
hours late. April 6: Contra negotiators arrive 30 minutes late. April 7: Contra negotiators arrive 30
minutes late. Government negotiators announced that the two sides had agreed on the establishing
seven zones for relocation of contra forces. While the contras are confined to the zones, high-level
negotiators would discuss terms for a permanent accord in Managua. The "modus operandi," or
the means through which the contras would be relocated in said zones, remained to be defined. The
contra delegation presented a 34-point plan, described as conditions the government must accept
before the zone negotiations could be completed. Included in the plan were the following points:
contra fighters would be permitted to replace weapons and ammunition consumed during defensive
operations and exercises in the zones; for delivery of US aid to contra fighters, the "neutral" supplier
could be a commercial agency rather than a non- profit politically neutral organization such as
the International Red Cross; and, Soviet bloc military aid to the Nicaraguan government must be
terminated. April 8: Contra negotiators arrived in Sapoa 30 minutes late. Government negotiators
©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 2

LADB Article Id: 075052
ISSN: 1089-1560

rejected the contra proposal, and presented their own. The contras requested a three-hour recess
to study the government proposal. When the two sides reconvened, the contras then requested a
three-day recess for further study of the proposal. In response, government representatives broke
off the talks, accusing the contras of stalling, evidenced in their repeated late arrivals, requests
for more time, as well as the 34-point plan which effectively would transform the cease-fire zones
into contra camps for military resupply, training and recuperation. At this time, the government
delegation suggested that the discussion on cease-fire zones be resumed during high-level talks in
Managua. April 13: At a press briefing, Deputy Foreign Minister Victor Hugo Tinoco announced that
the contra advance team was scheduled to arrive at 7 a.m. on April 14. Tinoco said the government
would not send a technical commission to Sapoa on April 14 as suggested by the contras. He added
that the government wishes to continue discussions on technical aspects of the cease-fire zones in
Managua with higher-level representatives.
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